My Blessing for the Graduates

During this season of graduations we always read somewhere is this season the Torah 

Portion Behar. The Rabbis all ask why according to tradition isn’t this Torah portion 

called Behar Sinai. After all the next word after Behar is Sinai. Behar means at mount. And the phrase means at Mount Sinai.  The Rabbis tells us that the Torah was not given on Mount Hermon or Mount Lebanon but on Mount Sinai which is a very low mountain to teach us that we are to humble even when dealing with the Torah. The question then can be asked why wasn’t the Torah given in a Valley. And the answer is that we shouldn’t be that humble. When we do a good thing or achieve a remarkable goal we shouldn’t say that it is nothing or it really wasn’t good, etc. When we say this we are not being humble we’re lying. When we have done something good we are suppose to acknowledge that it is good but we are not supposed to demand special treatment or special honors because we did some thing good.    Being humble means that we are only fulfilling the talents, which G-d has given us. And we all know even if we have achieved remarkable goals that we can & should achieve even more & better goals. An arrogant man says I’ve achieve a goal so therefore I’m deserving of great honor & I don’t have to do anything more.  My blessing to the graduates is that you should be like a towering mountain like Behar and you should always throughout your life make worthy contribution to the world by raising wonderful families and being the best you can be in your chosen field of work. You should stand out like a towering mountain but in your heart you should be a Sinai, a humble person who realizes that you don’t deserve special treatment of honor because of the good things you have done You should always remember that G-d created you to do good things with the different abilities He has give each of you. May you be a Har to the world but a Sinai in your heart.

